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555 THIRTEENTH STREET, NW

WASHINGTON, DC 20004-1109

TEL (202) 637-5600

FAX (202) 637-5910

WWW.HHLAW.COM

Re: Western Wireless Corporation Petition for Designation as
an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier for the Pine
Ridge Reservation in South Dakota;
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service,
CC Docket NO:":'6-45/

Dear Ms. Salas: .

The attached letter from the Oglala Sioux Tribe's President, John
Yellow Bird Steele, to Chairman Powell, is hereby submitted for inclusion in the
record of the above-referenced proceeding. This letter responds to the Public
Notices regarding this proceeding, DA 01-278 (reI. Feb. 2, 2001), 66 Fed. Reg. 9705
(Feb. 9, 2001); and DA 01-384 (reI. Feb. 13, 2001). Please contact me if you have
any questions.

Respectfully submitted,

~~.
David L. Sieradzki
Counsel for Western Wireless Corp.

Enclosures

cc: Service List
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Oglala Sioux Tribe
Box H

Pine Ridge, South Dakota 57770
(605) 867-5821

Fax: (605) 867-1373
e-Mail: IaJcotanatio~.n8t

March 12,2001

Michael Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington. DC

Re~ CC Docket _96-45

Dear Chairman PoweD:

OffICII 01 thIP Pff!$lderrr

JOHN YELLOW 81RD STEELE

As Pre5idcnt of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, on behalf of my people, I
request that the COmmission immediately grant Western Wireless
COrporation7s petition seeking de&ignatioI1 as an eligible
telecommunications carrier (ETC) on our reservation. It is urgently
appropriate that the FCC make it possible for Western Wireless to receive
universal sc:rvice support for the provision of 'Wireless telephone service
under our Tate Woglaka &gl cement on our reservation.

As a domestic sovereign nation, the Oglala Sioux Tribe has the
inherent sovereign right to~tematters such as this on our
reservation. Jurisdiction lies with the Oglala Sioux Tribe and not with
the state of South Dakota in the tenets of federal trust relationship.

Section 214 (c)(6) of the Communications Act provides clear
authority to the FCC to grant ETC statute to telecommunications
c:arriers7 including Western Wireless, on tribal reservation trust land. We
are not subject to South Dakota state jurisdiction or that of the South
Dakota Utilities Commission.

A letter to your predecessor dated May 31, 2000, signed by the
Tribal Vice Chairman Between Lodges and CoUncilman Tapia, excellently
presents our position then and now.

As an addition» the response to the service offering by Western
Wireless under the Tate WocIaka agreement has been predictably
overwhelming.



Michael Powell
Much 12, 2001
Page Two

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
OGLAlA SIOUX TRIBE
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TI:NI. tile eltIzaeras of SecIioIl ~ 1·1(e)(6) ,w"c:h l.riga' ETC daiJaaVosa by 1M fCC ..-:
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Wv al!.DIId yow ~Ufd .lIld ~eaitl~ll ae:tic:In.r w b~ th. oppottmlity 1'0:ClUi..,...... a.t!bJ'dab1e~~1Iphcme $'=l'YIC'': OIl 'our~on.

11Iaak )'OU.

I
i

-I

ii',
I I

~ .
;
I

I !
i

I .
1

I :
!
I
I
I .
•, I

I
I
! .

I .
j •

I :

!
i .
t

i .
j'
, .

I
I '
I
I •
I

j:
j.
!,
I
I.



SERVICE LIST

Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Hon. Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W., Room 8-B115
Washington, D.C. 20554

Hon. Harold Furchtgott-Roth
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W., Room 8-A302
Washington, D.C. 20554

Honorable Gloria Tristani
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W., Room 8-C302
Washington, D.C. 20554

Marsha McBride, Chief of Staff
Office of Chairman Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Jordan Goldstein
Legal Advisor
Office of Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Rebecca Beynon, Legal Advisor
Office of Commissioner Harold
Furchtgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Kyle D. Dixon
Legal Advisor
Office of Chairman Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Sarah Whitesell
Legal Advisor
Office of Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Christopher J. Wright
General Counsel
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dorothy Attwood, Chief
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Carol Mattey
Deputy Chief
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Katherine Schroder, Chief
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554



Anita Cheng, Associate Chief
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Katie King
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Robert Loube
Policy Analyst
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Richard D. Smith
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Jack Zinman
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

International Transcription Service
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Honorable John Steele
President
Oglala Sioux Tribe
P.O. BoxH
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 57770

Joseph Red Cloud
Oglala Sioux Tribe
Economic Development Office
P.O. Box 669
Pine Ridge, South Dakota 57770

Honorable Jim Burg
Commissioner
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
Capitol Building, 1st Floor
500 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501-5070

Honorable Pam Nelson
Commissioner
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
Capitol Building, 1st Floor
500 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501-5070

Honorable Laska Schoenfelder
Commissioner
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
Capitol Building, 1st Floor
500 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501-5070

Rolayne Ailts Wiest
General Counsel
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
Capitol Building, 1st Floor
500 East Capitol Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501-5070


